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Budget & Finance Standing Committee
Thursday, May 18, 2023
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SAWYER

FREE LIBRARY

Sawyer Free Library Renovation and Addition Project
City Council Budget and Finance Committee Update
May 2023

Mern Sibley, Sawyer Free Library Board President

Ms. Mern Sibley, President of the Gloucester Lyceum & Sawyer Free Library, reminded the
Committee that the Library had agreed to provide a status update on the project every six months.

Project Team
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Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the project team. She highlighted the architect, Matt Oudens, who
is an award-winning library designer.

Construction Manager at Risk: W.T. Rich
Jon Rich, Steve Taylor, Dan Richards

City Building Committee

Members:

Chair: Jenny Benedict, Library Director & Municipal agency
responsible for the facility upon completion

Construction industry: Peter Lawrence

Building trades: Steve Goodick

Person familiar with the use of such facilities in general: Library Board
Building & Grounds Committee Chair Simon Paddock

Public at large: Martha Morgan

Public at large: Peter Brau

Public at large: Barbara Amero

Stacey Capone, City of Gloucester Purchasing Agent r

Advisors:
Ryan Knowles, City of Gloucester Director of Information Services
Joe Lucido, City of Gloucester DPW Assistant Director of Operations

John Dunn, City of Gloucester CFO

Meetings: First Thursday of the month, 5:30 p.m.

Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the members of the City Building Committee.
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Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the City permitting processes thus far.

Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the construction timeline. She stated that the ground-breaking is
planned for October 2023. She stated that currently the construction documents drawings are being
finalized and that there would also be the GMP (guaranteed maximum price) in October 2023 with the
project going out for bid starting on June 14, 2023. She stated that the anticipated opening date for the
new library is in middle of 2025.

Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the estimated project costs as detailed in the above slide.
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Ms. Sibley provided an overview of the fundraising efforts to date. She explained that currently there
is committed funding of $16,442,290 and that an additional $5.8 million in grants is expected over the
next year (which includes a grant adjustment of $2.8 million and a federal loan for $3 million that is

expected to be forgiven


https://www.gloucester-ma.gov/1097/Past-Remote-Public-Meetings



